
 
IN THE UNITED STATES 

BANKRUPTCY COURT FOR THE 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 
 
 
In re:                                                                    ) 

) 
JEFFERSON COUNTY, ALABAMA,              )                  Case No. 11-05736-TBB 
a political subdivision of the State of                 ) 
Alabama,                                                              )                  Chapter 9 

) 
Debtor.                                         ) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECLARATION OF GEORGE BOWMAN 
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 1, JEFFERSON COUNTY, ALABAMA 

 
 

CHAPTER 9 PLAN OF ADJUSTMENT FOR JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
ALABAMA (DATED June 30, 2013) 

 
 
 
George Bowman, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, declares as follows: 
 
 

1.  I am the duly elected Commissioner of district One, of Jefferson County Alabama 
2. I have been the Commissioner of this District for 4 years. 
3. In August 2008, I travelled to New York and met with representatives of the Indenture 

Trustee, Standby Credit Banks and other Holders of the Jefferson County sewer warrants 
issued under the 1997 Indenture. 

4. This meeting ended with a Plan of Refinancing of the Sewer Warrants that died after the 
required State legislation did not pass. 
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5. In November 2011, I brought to the Commission a presentation attached as Exhibit 
1which recommended a write down of the principal amount of the Warrants and a 
restructuring that did not involve any rate increases. 

6. July 19, 2011, I presented the following to the commission the attached copies of all 
Bowman presentations. See Exhibits1 and 2.  

7. The commission on November 9, 2011 embarked upon a bankruptcy filing that I voted 
against. This filing has resulted in a plan of adjustment that requires total sewer rates to 
increase from $140 million to $615 million in 40 years with a total cost of $14.3 billion 
dollars. 

8. Approval of this plan has cost the county over $25 Million in legal fees conservatively 
(see exhibit 3 plus the legal fees of the Indenture trustee which are in excess of $2 million 
and professional fees of the receiver and others which I am informed is a roughly equal 
amount.  All of these fees are paid by the ratepayers of Jefferson County.This Plan will 
have a disastrous impact on District 1 

9. This Plan will have a disparate impact on the two poorest districts in the County. 
10. Within these two districts are the majority sewer rate payers and they are primarily poor 

and black. 
11. Only forty percent of the County pays sewer rate and eighty percent of that is poor and 

black. 
12. Under the newly constructed sewer rate plan, rates increase to the financial detriment of 

the community taking anywhere from 12 percent to 25 percent of the income of 
individuals with fixed income. 

13. This devastating impact will reverberate throughout the County potentially causing the 
economic collapse of Jefferson County. 

14. This new plan decreases the potential of accumulated family wealth. 
15. Decreases the potential to sell homes. 
16. Decreases property values. 
17. Two billion dollars of the Jefferson County Sewer Debt is tied to criminal activity. 
18. The residents of our community have seen their monthly sewer bills quadrupled in the past 

15 years.  
19. See exhibit 4, articles from The Birmingham News agreeing with my position. 

 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  
Executed on July 29, 2013, at Birmingham, Alabama  
 /s/ George Bowman  
George Bowman 
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